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hold upon society, and especially the higher classes of
society, we must count as by no means unimportant the
liberal way in which Murchison displayed his excellent
social qualities.

But above and beyond this mere external aptitude for a
place of eminence, Murchison had many higher claims to
such a position.     Foremost we should place Ms vigorous
energy, his unwearied and almost restless activity.     He
seemed never to be without a definite and well-planned
task.    When his hands were fullest of his own work, he
' appeared to have almost unlimited time for assisting the
labours of others,  and co-operating with them for the
general advancement of knowledge.    That he could do this
in so great a degree arose not only from Ms capacity for
work, but from a certain method and orderliness of mind
which characterized him in every period and phase of his
life.   The spirit which led him in early days to tabulate the
deeds and fate of his respective hunters was the very same
which guided him through the labyrinths of grauwacke, and
prompted his exertions for the welfare of the Geographical
Society.   Men could not but respect one who, while doing
so much honest independent work himself, was ever ready
to take his place with others in efforts for the general good.
Another leading feature of his character, and an element
which  largely aided  his   success, was  shrewd   common
sense and knowledge of the world.   We see this feature
conspicuously manifested in all his scientific undertakings,
where he derived more help from it than some of his con-
temporaries did from undoubted genius.   He never allowed
himself to be led astray from the track which he was
patiently and ploddingly following by any will-o'-the-wispvingstone's work in Africaphilosophic reasoners, and who
